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St. Marr. = 
Bleſſed are the Poor in Spirit, for 
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. 


W N Diſcourſing on theſe Words, "twill be, I 
think, moſt proper to proceed in this Me- 
thod: Firſt, to enquire who are meant by the 
Poor in Spirit; and then to ſhew wherein 
conſiſts: their preſent Bleſſedneſs, and what will be 
their future Reward. RE hl . 
And by the Poor in Spirit (among ſeveral In- © 
terpretations that are given of the Phraſe) it ſeems 
to me moſt obvious and reaſonable to underſtand 
ſuch as have the Spirit of the Poor, or a Spirit of 
Poverty; The Poor in Spirit ſeem to be opposd to 
the Poor in Body, or in the outward Circumſtances. 
The Bleſſedneſs of the Text therefore may not be- 
long to all that are commonly calld Poor; Nay, 
it is certain it does not; for there are ſome that 
are very Poor, and yet very Wicked too; and no 
wicked Man can be Bleſſed, no wicked Man ſhall 
inherit the Aingdom of Heaven; Nor yet is this 
Bleſſedneſs confin d only to thoſe that are Poor; 
For, as a poor Man may not be of ſuch a Spi- 
rit as is ſuitable to his low Condition, ſo tis poſſi- 
ble that a Rich Man (even while he is Rich) _ 
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do hy no means agree together; It is hot fit that the 


be of that Spirit; and if he be, the Bleſſedneſs of 


the Text belongs to him no leſs than to a poorer 
Man of the ſame Spirit. And he mäy truly be 
ſaid to be Poor in Spirit, or to have that Spirit of 
Poverty, to which the Text anhexes a Bleſſedneſs 
and promiſes 2 Reward, who, whether he be Poot 
or ich, or whatever his evitward Cireumſtances 
are, is of ſuch a Temper or Diſpoſition of Mind, 
with regard to Riches, and to all other things of 
this Life, whether good or evil, as they, that be 
Poor, ate, br 45 it becories thoſe that are Poor to be; 
and who is conſequently careful to adern himfelf 
With all oh Graces wick are an Ornament to 
tlie Poor, and to practiſe all thefe Vertues, Which a 
foi Condition in the World is moſt apt to infituct 
E o. 
For the farther Explicktioh whereof it will there- 
fore be needful to conſider, what are the proper 
Vefrtues of a poor And low Eftdte, whit Vertues 
do belt fuit With, do beſt becoite a low and menn 


Condition; and then to Thetv that theſe fame Vers 
_ ties i fuch us every Man of what ſcæver Stare 


he is, High or Low, Rich or Poor, is 'botthd to en- 
devour after; aid that, às greatly 'cohdacing both 


to his Preſerit, and to his futtite Felicity. 


I. Then, One Vertuous Diſpsfirisn df Mind, ve- 
. ry well becoming a State bf Poverty, is Humility; 


"ris but it that they Who ite low in the World 
ſhbuld be likeiyiſe lowly ih thetrowh Winds; of al 
Perſons, Pride Teaſt becsiiies ſuch; Poor and Proud 


Poor 
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Poor mould affect Greatnels, or ſtrive to make 2 

| ſhew above their Fortune; It becomes them above 

all others, to be eaſie in their Addreſs, and 

courteous and obliging to all wham they conyerſe 

with, and in all other reſpects to ſhew forth in their 

Carriage the Lowlineſs and Meekneſs of their Spiri 
And yet this Grace or Vertue of Humility, tho 

it may be ſaid to be moſt proper to a State of Po- 

verty, is not peculiar to that State only; for tis a 

Duty requir d of all Chrif4avs, to dearp of their Ma- : 

Rer Cyriſt, who was meek and lowly in Heart; and Matt. x. 29. 

thoſe Words of our Lord, Luk.xxii, 26. are directed 

to ſuch of his Diſciples as were to be moſt of all ad- 

vanc d above others in this World. Tue Kings of the 

Gentilet exerciſe Lordſtip aver ef anc —=but ye al 

not be ſo; but he that is pray among .you, det him he 

e een and bet i chief, # die. that dath 


"Adi indeed (a as the-wiſe Cor of Syraeb obſerves) 
Pride was. yot made for Man; - neither for one Man Eccluſ. x: 18. 
norifor another ; Not for Men of high. Eſtate, ary . 
more than for Men of e For. neither is the 
| Matter, wherein one Man differ from another, 
in its ſelf, very conſiderable; nor if it were, auld 
it be a juſt Reaſon of Pride becauſe, Whatever it 
is, it was the unmerited- Git of Go p, who maketh 1 Sam: ii; 7: 
poor, and mgketh rich, who bringeth: low, and lifteth Rom. x. 21. 
up; and can, and does, out off the ſame:Lump, of. Clay, 
make one- Veſſel. unto Honour, and another anto iDiſho- 
our. And tis well-argu'd by the Apeſtle, 1 Cor.iv.7. 
#bo maketh thee to differ from ae? and whatchaſt 


thou 2 thou diaſt not recezve ? OY thou didit re- 


cerve- 
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ceive it, why doſt thou glory, as if thou hadſt not re- 


ceiv'd ito © © | 88 W 55 
Humility therefore, tho it may be perhaps beſt 
learnt in a low Eſtate, is matiifeſtly the Duty alſo of 
the Rich. And bleſſed are they, whether they be 
poor or rich, who have this Spirit of the Poor; 
that is, who have an humble Opinion of them- 


ſelves, and of all things belonging to them, who 


are little in their own Eſteem; neither attributing 
to themſelves any Excellencies or Perfections which 


they have not, nor over-rating and over-valuing 


thoſe they have, nor aſcribing to themſelves the 
-Glory thereof. 


They are bleſſed above others, as being by this 


excellent Temper of Mind, and the lovely Fruits 


and Effects of it in the outward Carriage, rendred 
amiable and grateful to all that know them; for 
there is nothing that ſo adorns and ſets off a Man, 
nothing that ſo qualifies. him for, and entitles him 


to Reſpect and Honour, as true Humility ; whence 


the Apoſtle calls it, the Ornament of a meek and quiet 
Soirit, which, as it zs of great Price in the Sight of 


Gov, ſo it is in the Sight of Men too; For Men 


naturally reverence thoſe who have mean Thoughts 
of themſelves; and on ſuch as do not hunt after 
Honour, they are moſt ready and willing to beſtow 


Honour. 


They are alſo bleſſed above others, becauſe they 
are more at Eaſe and Quiet in their own Minds; 
For being of a humble Spirit, and thinking but 
meanly of themſelves, they are free from Ambition, 


Envy, Anger, and Revenge, and all ſuch like boi- 


ſterous 


h eee 
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ſterous and turbulent ; Pans, which render the 


WP WWW 


CO in the World are, is calm, —— 


and thankful, and envies not the Condition of any. 


that are placd above him; whereas the Proud and 
Ambitious Man, (as if all the World were made 
for him alone) never thinks he has enough, or ſo 
much as he deſerves; and Whatever Portion of, 
worldly good things he has, can take; no Comſort 
or Satisfaction therein, for the want of thoſe things 


which he has not. Or if (as Haman had) he has Efh. v. 13. 


all the Plenty of good things that his Heart can. 
deſire, yet if there be but one Mordecai that wi 


not bow the Knee to him, and do him that Reve-. | 


rence 'which he expects, this alone is ſufficlent to diſ-; 


content and 88 8 him. 
And as the 
preſent, ſo will the: allo for ever; Theirs i. the, 


Kingdom of Heaven; 75 * e and ſuch on] 7000 
is Hy 


as e. this Spirit of Poverty, t mility -: 
Mind, have a Right and Title, by Vertue of Go vs 
gracious. Promiſe, to the, Eternal Bleſſed, neſs of the 


other World. Te that leben, hamſelf tf bes — | 


ld 


alted, Matth. e ie gl is 
And as the Happineſs "of Heaven i is pe 

an 0 and promis d to this Grace of Hamit. 
ſo are allo the Degrees of that H ppineßs, * 
ſeveral Meaſures and Degrees of 705 1 0 
lowlier we are here in our own Though t and Opi- 
nion, the higher ſhall we be there in G'o b Favour, 
B an 


umble in Mind are moſt bleſſed at. ; 


n 


hn. 


nn 
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Matth. x viii. 4. 


and our Crown will be ſo much the more Glo- 


rious. For, Whoſoever, ſays our Lord, ſhall humble 
himſelf as a little Child, the ſame is greateſt in the 
Kingdom of Heaven, 8 | 


II. Another Vertuous Diſpoſition of Mind very : 
neceſſary to thoſe who are in a poor and low Eſtate, 


is Patience. | 5 85 8 
The Poor have need of Patience, becauſe this 


is one Evil uſually attending Poverty, and a greater 


Evil it is than Poverty it ſelf, that it expoſes Men 
to Scorn and Contempt, makes them ſubject to 
Indignities and Affronts, renders them liable to 


Aͤbuſes and Injuries, which they, by reaſon of the 


Job V. 7. 


Scantineſs of their Fortune and Want of Friends, 
are by no means able to fence off or avoid; and 
for what cant be avoided there's no Remedy but 
Patience. The Poor therefore having ſuch need 
of Patience, tis very requiſite that they ſhould. be 
endn'd with it; and the frequent Occaſions that 
they have to exerciſe it, will naturally put them 
upon endeavouring to learn it. 
But Patience is a Vertue which every Man alſo 
has great need of, and will have frequent Occa - 
ſions for, the Rich as well as the Poor. For Man 
# born unto Trouble as the Sparks fly upward... There 
is, indeed no State or Condition of Life free from 
Trouble, and it is impoſſible that while we live in 
a miſerable and naughty World we ſhould meet 
with nothing in it to vex us. He that is a- 


bove Contempt is the Object of Envy; and he 


that is not affronted to his Face may be ſlander d 


behind 
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EF, bis Back ; 1 he that is too roar to be 
cruſh'd or. trampled upon by. others, may yet ſuf- 


fer as great Miſchief by ſecret. Treachery; and he 


that is powerful enough to reſiſt Violence, may 
not be wary. enough. to avoid a Snare. 

Beſides; There are ſome Evils, and thoſe 88 
the greateſt of Humane Life, which no Quality 
or Wealth does exempt Men from. For the Rich 


Man as well as the Poor may have unkind Rela- 


tions, undutiful Children, falls Friends, or .unfaith- 
ful Servants; The Rich as well as the Poor may 
be diſap pointed in his Deſigns, may be robbd and 
ſpoild: of © kar he has, may have a Body very ſick- 
ly and infirm, and may ſuffer. the ſharpeſt Pains: 
And all theſe, and many more ſuch like Evits, which 
no Man is by any Wealth or Dignity exempted 
from, are Trials of our Patience, as well as thoſe 
whiel 11 jore peculiarly incident to Poverty. 

And bleſſed are er whether Rich. or Poor, who 
have this e Poverty ; for they are. plainly 
ma bleſſed than others; in their Afflictions, be- 

og cauſe the 17 are more eaſie under them; they are 
no 


d and diſquieted ſo much by the Evils 


that Pes | then, as fretful and impatient. Men are. 
They, tho they are under the very. fame Affliction 
with others, a bo af calm and quiet in their 
own, Minds, being of thoſe. turbulent. 15 5 


8 other Men i i the like Calamity are ſubject 


to, ſuffer. but half the Evil that other Men ſuffer. - 
1% then this. their Patience under their Suffer- 
ings conduces no leſs to their future Felicity; For 


the Evils and Calamities of this preſent Life are 


B 2 deſigu d 
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_defignd by G op as Trials of Men's Vertue, in which, 
if they acquit themſelves well, they are thereby en- 

; titled to the Reward of Vertue ; that is, to the 
R Happineſs of Heaven: and theſe light Afllictions 
which are but for a Moment, will work for them a 
far more exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory, 


III. Another Vertuous Diſpoſition of Mind very 
requiſite in the Poor, is Contentment with their pre- 

| ſent Condition, a quiet Reſignation of themfelves 
to Go p's Will, a Liking well thoſe Circumſtances 
which it has pleas*d the Divine Providence to place 
them in. For the Poor do want many of thoſe Con- 
veniences of Life which the Rich have; and there- 
fore if they ſhould fret and vex themſelves for 
every thing that they could wiſh to have, but have 
not, they would be able to enjoy no Comfort in 
their Lives; If they ſhould murmur and complain 
againſt Providence, and take it ill at Go ps Hands 
that he gives them not every thing that they could 
deſire, their whole Life would be Murmuring and 
Complaint. The only Way therefore for ſuch as 
are in a low Condition to be tolerably happy, 
is by bringing their Mind 6 cheir Condition, by 
perſuading themſelves to be fatisfy'd with'Neceſſa- 
ries, and by firmly believing that G O p orders all 
things for the beſ t. 
But as neceſſary as Contentment and Reſigna- 
tion are to the Poor, they are no leſs the neceſ- 
fary Duties of the moſt Wealthy, ; "Tis every Man's 
Duty, in whatſoever State he is therewith to be con- 
Pans C121 %%% Ä 
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tent , HR in all things that befal him to ſubmit 
himſelf entirely to Gos Will and Pleaſure. 
_ . Nay more; ſo far as we can judge from the 
beſt . that we can make, Contentment 
and Satisfaction of Mind is as neceſſary to be 
Preach'd to and preſſed upon, and is as rarely pra- 
ctisd by the Rich, as the Poor; For tho their 
real Wants are not many, perhaps not any at all, 
pet their fancyd and imaginary” Wants are com- 
monly more and greater than Poor Mens are; 
and therefore if they ſet their. Hearts upon every 
thing that they fancy, and are uneaſie in the Want 
of every thing that they can think of to deſire, 
( which they often are) they will be as unhappy in 
their Abundance as the Poor Man is in his Scarcity ; 
| Nay indeed they will be more unhappy, notwith- 
ſanding all their Plenty, than the Poor Man is in his 
Want, even of many of the real Conveniences 
and Comforts of Life, in cafe they are not ſo well 
contented and ſatisfied with their preſent Condition 
as the Poor Man is. 

But Bleſſed are they who, whatever their Con- 
dition and Circumſtances in the World are, are 
endued with this Spirit of Poverty, that is, are 
eaſie, and pleas'd and contented in their preſent 

State; who deſire no more than enough ; who 
meekly reſign up themſelves to -G © p to be diſ- 
poſed of as he pleaſes, and believe that to be 
beſt which he orders. They who are of this Tem- 
per are happy in all Conditions, and they who 
have not this Spirit of Poverty can't be happy in 


. For the Happineg of 4 Man's Life confits Luke xif, 15. 
| J 


— 


moet in + 1 1 ws things is hs + poſe ſes, ; 


but in the Taſte and Reliſh that he has of them, 
in the Satisfaction which he receives from them. 
He therefore who 45 contented, whatever his Con- 
dition be, is as happy as this World can make 
him, and much happier than all the World can 
make a Man to be who is of a diſcontented a 


1 Spirit. 


Pſal, KVl, 11. 


And as this Spirit of Poverty conduces thus to 
our preſent Happineſs, ſo it does no leſs to our 
future Felicity. They who are pleaſed with the 
Lot which G o p orders for them have a kind of 
Heaven upon Earth, but their true Heaven 1s re- 
ſerv'd for another Life; when all their Wiſhes 
ſhall be accompliſh'd, and all their Deſires ful- 
filfd:;; when they ſhall be fully fatisfied with what 


they "have, becauſe they ſhall have all that-can 
be deſir d; for they [hal enjoy him who is the 


Fountain of all Good , in whoſe Preſence there is 
Fulneſs of Foy, and at whoſe Right Hand there are 


Pleaſures For evermore. 


EAV. Another Vertubus: Diſpoſition of Mind well 
becoming ſuch as are of poor and low Eſtate in 


the World, is Traſt and Hope in Gop. They 


that have Riches are very apt to put Confidence 
in their Wealth; and they that have many and 


powerful Friends (as the Rich uſually have) are 
apt to rely much upon them, and to expect great 
Help and Suecour from them; and they that are 
very high advane d in the World are apt to ima- 
—_— that their on Gre atnels will ſecure E. | 
om 
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from all Miſchief. But What can the Poor do, 
who have neither Money, nor Friends, nor Au- 
chority, nor Power? What have they to to truſt to 
or rely upon? Why dal nothing but GOD. 
In him they may hope, and from him they may 
expect Help; and if they have it not from. him, 
they can look for it from none elſe. And becauſe 
they have nothing elſe to truſt to, they are common- 
ly in a readier Diſpoſition, of Mind than others are, 
to place their Hope and Confidence in G o p. 
But this likewiſe, tho it be a Vertue that is 
beſt taught by Poverty, is nevertheleſs a Duty : Tim. vi. 17. 
incumbent upon all ; and accordingly the Apoſtle 
commands Timothy, to charge even them. that are 
Rich in this World, that t vey be. not high-minded, 
and that they do, vot truſt in uncertain- Rieber bur 
in 2. Living 6.0 P. | 
And bleſſed. arg they, whether they be Poor or 
Rich, that have this Spirit of. the. Poor. 
They are bleſſed now. becauſe what. they truſt. 
to will not fail them; as all other things that Men 
are apt to put Confidence in may, and oftentimes do: 
They know on whom they have believed, and 
have experienc d his Goodneſs, and are certain that 
he can't be worſe than his Promiſe. Bleſſed. are pr, ii. 12; 
all they that. put their Truſt in him, ſays the Pſal- 
miſt, for none of them that truſt; in 'bim ſhall. be de. iv. 22+ 
ſolate. 
Nor is the Bleſſedneſs of ſuch confin'd. to this 
Life only; but theirs alſo is the XKingdow, of Hea-. 
ven. For Gop never, fails them that, put, one. 
Truſt in him ; and this is what. all good. Men 


1 


16 5 Sermon Preach'd 


E - 
lth 


—C c—w 


do truſt him for; not only that he wil 119 0 p 
of, and provide for them in this Life, but that 
he will alſo beſtow upon them a better Life. 
They believe that all his Promiſes will be made 
x Jolm iii. 3. good, and having this Hope, they endeavour to 
parifie themſelves even as he is pure. And this Faith, 
ſo influencing their Practice will be counted to them 
( as it was to Abraham ) for Righteouſneſs ; and they 
(as he was) ſhall be called the Friends of GOD; 
and after this Life is over ſhall be admitted 7o {it 
down with Abraham, and Tſaac, and Facob in the 


Kingdom of Heaven. 


V. Other Vertues taught by a State of Pover- 
ty (which I mention together, as being nearly 
related, and grounded on the ſame Reaſons) are 
Taduſtry, Temperance and Frugality. [OY 

They that want for nothing may think it ed. 
leſs to labour; and they that have more than e- 
nough are very apt to uſe too much; and they 
that know no end of their Wealth may be temp- 
ted to be careleſs and laviſh in their Expences ; 
But the Poor Man muſt labour, becauſe he cannot 
live without Labour; he muſt be remperate, becauſe 

he cant afford himſelf more of any thing than is 
neceſſary ; and he muſt be frugal and faving, be- 
cauſe. otherwiſe the Fruit of his Labour will not be 
ſufficient to anſwer all his neceſſary Occaſions. 1 
Theſe therefore being Vertues which the Poor are 
in a manner forc'd to by Neceſſity, may well be 
calPd Vertues of Poverty; and they conſequently 


may well be faid to have the Spirit of 8 
u ho 
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who,; oh agg Hader he gh Neceſfeva; ae 
.Ctiſe the ſame. Vertues by hier- I bn 21 
And indeed theſe are all. ie e as the, Rich 
no leſs than the Poor are bound in; Du £9; pra- 
Qi, .altho}.chey;-are, not ſo meh ord do it by 


Nerpſleeg , Fr ed wot at 3, nooT 15 
For, firſt, as to Induſtry, Even he that has enoug| 


already. for all, his neceſſary Occaſions, is not how. 
ever allow'd by Go to ſpend: his time, or any 
great, Portions of it in Idleneſs, but is. bound to em- 


, ploy himſelf. in ſome Buſineſs 7 ane him im 
| ulctul to the World. H 7a 


And then as to 7. e He; 'that- bas r more 
than he-has-need-to. uſe, Inge for that Reaſon pere 
4 to Me in. LOSE and e ber 
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" pave for 4 up 5 Talent, 5 Matt, xxv. 30 
uſing it as he ought to have done; much rather Luk. xix. c. 


would he have receivd the ſame or greater Con- 
demnat ion if he had food and ſquander'd it away. 

So that, we ſee, theſe Vertues, Induſtry, Tem- 
perance and Frugality, tho they are ſuch Vertues as 


Poverty does moſt naturally teach, are neverthe- 


leſs the Duties of all; and that the Rich as well 
as the Poor are oblig © d to be thus Poor in Spirit. 
; And 


— . —— 


5 
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"Ard there is Both a preſent Bleſſedvichs ad 2 
future Reward befongin; 270 all thoſe Who Gili 
gently practiſe theſe Ve tes, of Whatfoever Ton- 
dition they are. 13 12 

For xt. As to Bar: whether (4 Man be Rich 
or Poor, it is for — Eaſe and Delight to Have 
ſomething to do, to have fothe Buſmeſs to paſs 
away His Time; Meer \dlenels being more teat 
ous even kan hard Labour. 

And hen a5 to Teiiperance, It is Hewife 10 leſs 
ſor a Mars own Advantage, Whether he be Rich 
or Poor, to be Temperate in all things; For by 
this nun his Body is kept in Health and Vi- 
Bor, and this Söul is 'beſt able to exerciſe its in- 


rellectual Faculties; By this means he eſcapes ma- 


ny ſore Pains and Biſeaſes 'which ate the natural 
Fruits of Lach ahd Intemperance, and which 
cut ſhort the Lives of a great many in the 
midſt 'of their Days. 

And laſtly, The ich no lels chan the Poor will 
And their Prelent Advantage in a "frugal afd wiſe 
Management of whit they Have; For extreme Po- 
vetty is not oftner the Effect of Idleneſs, than it 


. 5 ill mt bond Prodigality; and it rarely 
fails but "that he 


ho can't Tear the Vertue of 
Frugality, While He is in a Wealthy | and Proſpe- 
rovus Condition, is forc'd to learn it (afterwards by 
thoſe Straits and Neceffities which his Careleſneſs 
and Profuſeneſs do in a ſhort time reduce him to. 

And as theſe Vertues of Poverty do thus con- 
duce to our preſent Happineſs, ſo do they likewiſe 


to our future fe Aevahtie. a 
Firſt ; 


uh. 
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Firſt; The /ndsſtrions and Laborion Man, wh 
ſuſſers uo Time to paſs idle, who has always forms 
| honeſt Buſineſs to employ himlelf ict does by that 
eſcape a great many Temptations which he would 


not find it fo eaſie to reſiſt, as it is to avoid. 


And indeed conſidering the Weakneſs of our Na- 
ture, and how prone we are to Sin, the beſt fe- 
curity that any of us have that We ſhall not fall 
into a Sin is by avoiding as much as is poſſible 
all Temptations to it. V 
The Practiſe of Temperance likewiſe is an excel 
lent Preparation for a future Life. For he who 


has accuſtomed himſelf to uſe no more of thofe 


Provifions which Go deſignd for the Suſtenance 


of our Bodies in this frail and periſhing State 


than is needful for that Purpoſe; he who has not 


allow'd himſelf to eat or drink for Pleaſure, but 


only for his neceffary Suſtenance; He who while 
he was in this Body did not uſe to gratifie his 
Palate and his Senſes ; when he ſhalt come to have 
a purity'd and ſpiritual Body ( fach as we ſhall 
have at the Reſurrection) a Body that will ſuffer no 
Decay, and conſequently will need no Suſtenance 
or Recruit; will then have no Longing or Han- 


kering after Meats or Drinks or Corporeal Plea- 


ſures, but will delight to live as do the Angels, 
becauſe he had usd himſelf to live fo here as 
much as poſſibly he could; and had rather, if he 
could have done it, have livd without thoſe for- 
did Pleaſures wherein Senſual Men place their on- 
ly Felicity. [IE 5 
. 21 And 
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| F And laſtly,  Frugality likewiſe, or a wiſe and 
prudent Management of thoſe worldly good things 


which we have, tho' it may ſeem a Vertue that 
is profitable only for this Lite, is yet in Truth a 
Vertue that does no leſs conduce to our future 
Happineſs. For we are not (as was faid before) 
the Proprietors of thoſe things whieh we poſſeſs, 
but only Stewards; and we are then faithſul in 
our Stewardſhip, when we do not laviſh away, 
but husband well what is committed to our Truſt; 
when we do not ſpend it idly, but improve it to 
our Maſter's Honour, or lay it out in ſuch Ways 


Luk, xi, 42, as he has directed. Who, ſays our Saviour, i that 


43- 


Ecclul x. I. 


faithful and wiſe Steward whom his Lord ſhall make 
Ruler over his Houſbold, to give them their Portion 
of meat in due feaſon > Bleſſed is that Seruant whom 


his Lord whey he cometh ſhall find fo doing. 


VI. Another vertuous Diſpoſition of Mind very 
requiſite to the Poor, and which a mean and low 
Condition in the World is very apt to work Men 
to, is a Contempt of the World; an Indifference of 
Mind towards it, and a Willingneſs to part with 
it.. They that live. in. Eaſe and. Plenty, and meet 
with no Croſſes: or Diſappointments, can hardly 
forbear ſaying with the Apoſtles, It is good for us 
to be here. . And there is no Thought. more me- 


lancholick and unpleaſant to them, than to conſider 
that it will not be long before they muſt be for- 


ced to leave that Condition of Life with which. 
they are ſo much pleas d. O Death, ſays the wiſe 
Son of Syrach, how bitter is the Remembrance of 

. | ; thee 


— 


before the Q U, E E N. 
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unto the Man that hath nothing to vex- bm. ane; that 
hath Proſperity in all things 2 


But there is plainly: no Reaſon that the Poor 


ſhould be thus fond of this World, or ſo loth to go 
out of it. For what is all their Life here but 
Labour and Sorrow ? They toil and take Pains, 
they riſe early and work late, and, after all, can 
but juſt make a hard Shift to live; Their Fare, 
after all, is but ſlender, their Accommodations but 
mean; ſcarcely can they get enough for neceſſary 
Uſes, much leſs can they make Proviſion for Plea- 
ſure and Delight. What is there then in this Con- 
dition of Life that can reaſonably make Men very 
defirous to continue long in it, or unwilling to 


exchange it for the better? 
Who is there that delights to be at an Inn? 


even tho' he has the beſt Accommodations that 


the Houſe affords? But if his Lodging be cold or 
uneaſy, and his Diet coarſe; and either there are 
no Conveniences to be had in the Houſe, | or he 
has not where withal to purchaſe them; this muſt 
needs make him ſtill more indifferent; or rather, 
it muſt needs make him more deſirous to ſtay 
there as little a while as is poſſible, and to make 


all the Haſte he can Home, where he hopes he 


ſhall find things much more to his liking, 
Such a Temper of Mind, with Regard to this 


World, being therefore what a State of Poverty is 
apt to bring Men to; Whoever is of the ſame. 


Temper and Diſpoſition of Mind, of whatſoever 


Condition he be, may well be faid to have the 


Spirit of the Poor. And 


thee * a nn that Pub at Reſt in his P off ſeſſions, 
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1 indbed, erer Condirimd we are of, 
it is highly reaſonable that we ſhould be of this 
Spirit; for in truth we are all but Strangers and 
Pilgrims here ; We came from a better Place, 
and we hope we ſhall go thither again; And tho 
while we abide here, ſome of us perhaps may be 
better accommodated than others are, yer ſtill 
we are but as in an Inn, where the 94 
Conveniences are more than over. balanced by rhe 
Inconveniences; and when we ſhall be come home 
to our Father's Houſe, it will be much better 
with us all than it can be here. Why then 
ſhould we be deſirous to ftay here > Why fhould 
we be fond of Life? Why, if we are in a Pro- 
ſperous Condition, ſhould we ſet our Hearts up- 
on, or place our Happineſs in a fthort-liv'd Plea- . 
fure > Or why, if we are afflicted, ſhould we be 
much vexd and diſquieted by the Uneafinefs of 
a Moment ? It will be better for us all, if it 
be not through our 'own Fault, (it will be bet- 
ter I ſay) even with thoſe of us who are the 
moſt proſperous, when we ſhall leave this World, 
- than it can be while we continue in it? Why then 
ſhould we ſer our Aﬀections upon any thing here? 
Why rather do we not let our Heart be there 
where our true Treaſure is, and endeavour to fit 
as looſe as we can trom this World, which we 
= muſt ſo ſoon go out of : And to this Purpoſe l 
14 1 Cor. vii. 29, we are exhorted by the Apoſile, (and his Exhor- 
% _ tation is general, reſpecting all Perſons alike, the 
Rich, no leſs than the Poor) This 7 ſay, Brethren, 


4 the Time #s ſhort ; it remaineth that both they that 
| | | | have 
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— r 1 as: r hong hi they 22 nor, and: they 
that weep' as vhough. they: we pe: not, and . they thut 
+ejoyee at though they ' rejoyeed not, au they that 


buy as though rhey poſſeſſednot,\ and they that uſe this _ 


World ws 'not; abufing it? for the; Faſhion e "this 
World paſfeth away. Such an indifferenoe of Mind 
towards this World well becomes us all, whatever 
our Condition is, Py what. a very mort 
while we have to ſtay here 
And this Vertue alſo, no ale than the aw 
before mention d, conduves: very much both to 
dur preſent, und to our future Bleflednels. _ 
Firſt, There is a preſent Bleſſedneſs belonging to 
thoſe who are of this Temper. For he that has no 


great Opinion of the World, or of any thing in 


it, cant be very eager in his Deſire after it; for 
why ſhould he very earneſtly deſire What he 


does not believe would make him much happier? 


And f fewer 'things we deſire, the eaſier we 
are, and the ſeſs liable to Diſappointment. 


And indeed this is the great t Unhappimets of: :all 
ions upon this World, 


that they 1 certainly fail of their Expectation; 


thoſe, that place their A 


for eitfler they will not be able to attain: to that 
Condition of Life, which they promis d themſelves 


ſo much Happineſs in, or elſe they will not meet 


with that great Satisfaction therein which they 


expected from it. And Hope deferted matith the Prov. xiii. 


Heart hek, as the Wiſe Man — It muſt needs 
be a great Vexatlon to a Man to mis of a ching 


after he has talcen a great deal of Pains for it; 
Or if he ſhould obtain it, it will de yet a greater 


Vexation 


2. 


au 
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MI Sermon Preach W 


Lecleſ. i. 14. 


re eo 


Vexation to: find, bat it is not ſudh av * 


he took it for, but that it has rather more Evil 
in it than Good. And ſuch are all the things of 
this World; A it Vanity and Vexation of Spirit, 
as Solomon: truly obſerves: They promiſe much 
Satisfaction but they yield none: And commonly 
they that have the moſt of this World have likewite 
theimmett: Troubles, 

He therefore is e the) 1 Man whe 


is Poor in Spirit, Who ſets not his Mind upon 


Vanity, upon things that will not ſatisfie; Such 
an one is above the Reach of Fortune, and Will 
be little concern d how the World goes; becauſe 
go it as it will, he has little Intereſt in it; Mucli 
he experts not to gain, and much he can't loſe; 
And being thus moderately affected towards this 
World, and knowing that Happineſs can't be had 


here below, as he will not be much lifted up, 


ſo neither can he be much caſt down or overwhelm'd 
with Grief, at any thing that happens to him 
here; He will bear all Changes of Fortune with 
an even Mind and a contented Spirit. And this 


indeed is a great Felicity, to be able to bear well 


thoſe Troubles which in a troubleſome World it is 
impoſſible we ſhould eſcape. 

But the greateſt Bleſſedneſs of ſuch as have 
their Aﬀections thus wean'd from this World is 
in Reverſion ; Theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven, 
If we ſet our " Aﬀettions on things —_ and not on 
things of the Earih, and ſeek thoſe things which 
are above, where Chriſt fatteth at the Right Hand 
ef GOD, then when Chriſt who is our Life ſball 

| if appear, 


- 


my Ot - 
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| ag we "ak ſhall appear with him in Glory, as che 


Apoſtle ſays, Coloſ. iii. 1 2. 

And to confirm and, eſtabliſh our Faith in the 
Truth of this Promiſe it may be further conſi- 
der'd, that ſuch as theſe have a Title, not only 
by Promiſe, but likewiſe in Equity to the Happi- 
neſs that is here promis d. I mean this, that 
conſidering the Goodnels of G o p, there ſeems to 
be a Congruity, a fort of Equity in it, that every 


Man ſhould have his Portion of good things as 


well as of evil things, ſome time or other, here 
or hereafter, in this World or in the next. And 
this ſeems to be the Ground of that Anſwer which 


in the Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus, A. Luk. xvi. 25. 


Eraham makes to the Rich Man in Hell, when 
he had deſired ſome Abatement of his Tome 
Son, ſays Abraham, remember that thou in thy Liſe- 


- 


time receivedſt thy good things, and Lazarus evil 


things ; but now he is ae and thou art tor- 
mented | 

Foraſmuch therefore as they; whether that is 
Rich or Poor, who are endued with this Spirit of 
the Poor, (having a Mind weaned from this World, 
and all the Enjoyments of Senſe,) do not va- 
lue much theſe worldly good things, nor place 
their Happineſs therein; it ſeems congruous and a- 
greeable, that they ſhould have ſome. other Happi- 


neſs, which is more ſuited and adequate to their 


Defires, or elſe they would be in» worſe Condi- 
tion and more unhappy than other Men. And 
ſuch a Happineſs there is provided for them, a 


3 pure and unmixd, a Joy yielding full 
D Satis- 
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Satisfaction, as great as we can deſire, and far greater 
than we can now conceive; theirs is the Kingdom 
of Heaven. 


VII. Laſtly ; Another Vertuous Diſpoſition of 
Mind which Poverty of State or a low Condition 
in the World 1s naturally apt to work in Men, is a 
pitiful and compaſſionate Teſſper. 

The Poor are liable to more Pains and Suffer- 
ings in the World than others; they are ſome- 
times hungry and have nothing to eat, thirſty 
and have nothing to drink, are cold and have 
not Raiment enough to keep themſelves warm, 
are pinch'd with the Weather, and have no Houſe 
to ſhelter themſelves in; theſe and the like Evils 
they have often been forc'd to ſuffer, and they 
know by Experience how hard it is to be with- 
out the Accommodations of Life ; having there- 
fore been in this diſconſolate Condition themſelves, 
they are naturally apt to have Compaſſion upon 
others when they ſee them in the like Condition, 
ſo that Compaſſion upon others in Diſtreſs may 
well be reckon'd one of the Vertues of Poverty, or a 
Vertue which Poverty is moſt apt to teach; and 
conſequently, whoever is of a Compaſſionate Tem- 
per may be ſaid to have the Spirit of the 
Poor. | 

But though this be a Vertue beſt taught by 
Poverty, it is what Men in all Conditions, the 
Rich as well as the Poor, are bound to learn and pra- 
Riſe. For it is the Duty of all Men, as being 
all Members of the ſame Body, to have a tellow- 
1 - feeling 
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feeling of the Sufferings of any other Part or 


3—— 


Member of the Body. Whether, ſays the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. xii. 26. 


one Member ſuffer, all the Members ſuffer with it; 
or one Member be honoured, all the Members re- 


Joyce with it. Now ye are the Body of Chriſt, and 


Members, in particular. But though all are alike 
_ obligd to have Pity on others in Diſtreſs, all 
cannot make the like Expreſſions of their Pity. 
For they that are Poor themſelves can only com- 
miſerate the Wants of other Poor, but it is not in 
their Power to relieve them; they can only weep 
with thoſe that weep, but they can't eaſe them 
of their Sorrow; whereas the Rich have it in 
their Power to do well, as well as to wiſh well, to 
ſuch as are in Want and Diſtreſs ; It is their Part 
therefore not only to give good Words and good 
Wiſhes, . but more ſubſtantial Comfort; not only 
to /ay to a Brother or a Siſter that is naked and 
| eleſtitute of daily Food, Depart in Peace; be ye 
warmed and filled, but to give them thoſe things which 
are needful for the Body. | | 


And Bleſſed are they who have this Spirit of 
the Poor; that is, who are of ſuch a pitiful and 
compaſſionate Temper as Poverty is apt to teach; 
who, although in Proſperity themſelves, are yet 
as ready ro relieve the Wants and Neceſſities of 
others, as Men in the like Afflictions and Adverſi- 
ties would be, if they were able. 

They are Bleſſed even at preſent, for as our 


Saviour was uſed to ſay, It is more bleſſed to give AGs xx. 35: 


thau to receive ; there is certainly more Pleaſure 
| 2 in 


Jam- ii. 15. 
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in doing Kindneſſes than in Receiving them; For 
the Pleaſure of receiving a Kindneſs, is a Senſual 
Pleaſure, conſiſting in the eaſing of that Pain 
which the Man was before in, and it is, (as all 
other Senſual Pleaſures are) of ſhort Continuance; 
for a Man may be little the better now for a 
Kindneſs that was done him ſome while ago; 
but the Pleaſure of doing Good 1s chiefly a Plea- 
ſure of the Mind, procuring great Joy and De- 
light, not only at the Time when wen do the 


' Kindneſs, but whenever after we reflect upon what 


Pal, xli. 1,2,3- 


prov. xix. 1. 


we have done. | 

They that are of this Pitiful and Compaſſio- 
nate Temper, and ſhew forth the ſame, as they 
have Ability and Opportunity, in Ads of Mercy 
and Charity, are allo bleſſed at preſent , becauſe 


they are entitled to the Bleſſing of G o p upon 


all that they take in Hand, who does commonly, 
even in this Life render to them an hundred fold 
in Temporal Bleſſings, for the Kindneſs which 
they ſhew to others in Diſtreſs. Bleſſed 7s he, 
ſays the P/almiſt, that conſideretl the Poor, the 
Lord will deliver him in time of Trouble, The 
Lord will preſerve him and keep him alive, and he 
(hall. be Bleſſed upon the Earth; and thou wilt not 
deliver him into the Will of his Enemies. The 
Lord will ſtrengthen him upon the Bed of Languiſh- 
ing, thou wilt alſo make all his Bed in hi Sickneſs. 
And, He, ſays Solomon, that hath Pity upon the 
Poor, lendeth unto the Lord, and that which he 
bath given will he pay him again. 


But 


= 
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But the chief Bleſſedneſs of theſe Poor in Spi- 


rit is alſo in Reverſion; Bleſſed are they who 


have this Spirit of Poverty, for theirs is the King- 
dom of Heaven; There are none fo ſure to re- 


ceive Mercy from Gp at the great Day, as 


they who in this Life ſhew Mercy to others in 


Diſtreſs. When the Son of Man ſhall come in his _ RXV. 31, 


Glory ays our Saviour, before him ſhall be ga- 


ther d all Nations — and he fhall ſet the Sheep- on 


his right Hand, and the Goats on his left: and 
ſhall ſay unto them on his right hand; Come ye 


_ bleſſed of my Father, inherit the K gdm prepar'd 
for you from the Foundation of the World; For I 


was an hungred and ye gave me Meat; I was thirſty 
and ye gave me Drink; I was a Stranger and ye 
took me in; Naked and ye cloathed me; I was Sick 
and ye viſt ted me; I was in Priſon aud ye came un- 
to me,——for inaſmuch as ye have done theſe things 
to one of the leaſt of theſe my Broan , ye have. 
done them unto me. 


By this Account of the Proceodidae at the great 
Day of Judgment, it ſhould ſeem as if nothing 
would be then enquir d into, but only whether 
we have had this Spirit of Poverty ; that is, whether 
we have been Pitiful and Compaſſionate to the 
Poor and needy and others in Diſtreſs, and have been 
free and liberal in our Bounty towards them. 
But tho' this be not ſo, (for we are told in o- 
ther Places, that GOD will then bring every Work 
into Judgement) yet I think it may be fairly ar- 
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gu'd from hence, that at the great Day of reck- 

oning ſpecial Regard will be had to the Diſcharge 1 

of this Duty; that tho this alone will not be 1 

ſufficient to entitle us to the Reward of Heaven, 

the Want of it alone will be ſufficient to forfeit 

our Title to it; according to that of St. James, 

Jam. ii. 12· Je ſhall have Fudgment without Mercy who have 
 ſhewed no Mercy; and that tho' this alone will not 

qualifie us for the Kingdom of Heaven, it is one 

of the moſt neceſſary Qualifications for it. 


I ſhall only add, for the Concluſion of all ; 
that - altho' the Vertues and Graces before-men- 
tion'd, (and if there be any other of the like 
Kind, which, becauſe moſt readily learned, or 
moſt eaſily practis d in a low Condition may be 
call'd Vertues of Poverty) are, as has been ſhewn 
before, alike neceſſary to Men of all Conditions, 
in Order. to the rendring their Lives here eaſie, 
and to qualifie them for the Kingdom of Heaven ; 
yet, when they are found in Perſons of nobler 
Birth, of higher Quality, and of more plentiful 
Eſtates, they ſhine with greater Luſtre, and ſo be- 
come more excmplary to the reſt of the World ; 
For which Reaſon, and eſpecially, becauſe they are 
commonly with more Difficulty learn'd and ex- 
ercisd by ſuch Perſons than by Men of meaner 8 
Rank, as they are in them more excellent and Praite- 
worthy than in others, ſo, it may well be thought, 
they will alſo be rewarded with higher Degrees 
of Glory. 


Thus 


; * 
— * 


| before The wo EE N 


A * 


Thus, Bleſſed are the Poor in Spirit, or they 
who have the Spirit of Poverty, * theirs is the 
A. . of Heaven. 


Which Bleſſedveſs that we may all attain, Gop 


of his infinite Mercy grant, for the Sake of 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to whom with the Fa- 
ther aud the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and 
Glory, now | and far ever; Amen. | 
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